
I was a coffeehouse regular during high school.  Friends and I preferred a haunt named Stella’s, where we’d be 
found any evening during which we couldn’t think of anything better to do.  So most evenings. I enjoyed the feel of what 
was an old family home transformed into caffeine-saturated gathering place.  Worn, saggy couches sat in most rooms.  

Bookshelves covered the walls. Relaxed conversation added a slight din.  All was sedate and warm and lovely. 
 Several weeks back, I attended worship at a church with much that same vibe.  Its name is Solomon’s 

Porch and has become rather famous in churchy circles during recent years. The reason is they “do church” quite 
unconventionally.  And what they do works.  Firstly, this was the youngest church I’ve ever attended.  The pastor- Doug- 

has several kids, the youngest in college.  He and his wife, both early 50’s, were the oldest people in the room. 
 So apparently this church is doing something that attracts a certain kind of young adult.  What is that?  

Well, here are several observations:   
-Instead of pews, they had worn couches and coffee tables, like Stella’s, but situated within an old stone church 

building.  i.e. they’d ripped up the former sanctuary to give a new sanctuary this coffeehouse feel. 
-They had signs on the way in reading “Whenever you get here is fine.  You’re never late.  You are welcome!”   

I found that incredibly hospitable. 
-I barely felt awkward about my antsy, spunky, sometimes-loud foster kid doing what he does.  This contrasted 

heavily with most other churches I’ve attended recently.  Please remember what a courageous thing it is for parents to 
bring young children to worship for the first time.  And never, EVER judge if the kids are loud, or wiggly, or whatever.  

“For such as these…” Jesus said. 
-The music was original and beautiful, performed by bearded hipsters with an indie rock flair.  People responded 

with snaps.  The congregation also barely sang, though words were displayed prominently.  It was like Open Mic night.  I 
didn’t enjoy that.  Lifting my voice in praise with other Christians is essential to my sense  

of what makes worship “worship.” 
- The elements of most other worship services were present- Prayer, Communion, Offering, Sermon- but 

reinterpreted in a participatory, loose, stripped-down way.  For instance, no one led Communion.  Rather, everyone 
recited what sounded like a (poorly) rewritten version of the typical Words of Institution.  Then, people went to stations 
where loaves and juice pitchers sat (one station had wine), for each to take as much or little as s/he pleased.  We milled 

around for about five minutes chatting.  It felt both brilliant and lazy.  On the one hand, I loved the openness and respect 
for each person’s uniqueness.  On the other hand, it was divorced from how churches across centuries have celebrated the 

Lord’s Supper, with little of substance substituted back in. 
  

I could write lots more about Solomon’s Porch.  It offered many useful ideas.  Overall, however, Tabitha and I left 
disappointed.  I mean, I felt comfortable, welcomed, accepted and that goes a looong way.  But I didn’t feel like I’d gone 
to church.  It was missing anything deeply spiritual, for my tastes.  Perhaps that works for people who want to “worship” 
in ways that avoid offending others or defining beliefs too specifically.  I get that, but that’s not me.  We heard little God-
talk and it seemed that the leadership had barely planned ahead.  Thus, the church didn’t feel like something that would 

feed and challenge me each week. 
Then again, they’re doing something that other churches are desperate to figure out: attracting young adults.  

Plus, they had the boldness to question- then strip out- almost everything to ensure their generational priority was #1.  
Maybe their answers to those questions aren’t mine.  But they weren’t fiddling with the margins, hoping better window 

dressing would attract young folk.  They knew what their mission was and jumped wholly into that mission.   
Every church should be so faithful. 

Which leaves a question: Who do we want to reach and will we give ourselves fully to that calling?  I hope so!  
May we hold on tight to God as that rides begins… 

 
Grace and Peace, 

Shane 

THE MESSENGER April 2016 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery, Alabama exists to  

demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, unconditional love and to provide an  

inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 



Montgomery is covered with a golden splash! 
Everywhere we look there is something 

covered with pollen. Our cars, houses, patio 
furniture, and driveways are golden in color.  

There is pollen everywhere! And this reality of 
the natural world reminds us of a reality of the 
spiritual world. God has also covered the world 

with his love. His love is everywhere.  
So next time you see the pollen everywhere, 

also remember that God’s love is everywhere. 
He loves each and everyone of us.  

Praise be to God.  
 

A Reflection from Pastor Edd 

Dear Church Family: 

Mark 9:36-37 

He took a little child whom he placed among them. 

Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, 

“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in 

my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me 

does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” 

As some of you know, there is a church orphanage 

in Kenya called A Place of Hope that is supported 

by church friends.  In the past, some of us have 

supported the orphanage by pilgrimages to 

Kenya to help build the orphanage; some have 

supported by monetary donations; and some 

have supported by making dresses  

for the little girls. 

I fall into this latter category when I made 87 little 

girl dresses a few years ago.  I feel that it is time for 

me to do this mission again.  I’d like to pursue this 

with your help of brightly colored youth t-shirts 

(large, preferably round neck) -- very colorful t-

shirts.  You can also help by donating one and a 

half yards (minimum) of brightly colored fabrics of 

100% cotton.  Money, of course, is always helpful 

for thread and bindings, or to buy more fabric. 

If you wish to give money for this project, place it in 

the offering plate and mark it “Dresses”. If you 

wish to buy them yourself, save your receipt and 

turn it in to Alice as an in-kind contribution for tax 

purposes. If you would please help me accomplish 

this mission, I’m sure you will be blessed as we take 

care of the world’s children. 

  

In God’s Promise, 

Melissa McCanless 

All men are invited for a work day in the Butt House 

on Saturday, April 9th at 8:00 a.m. The goal is to take 

out the equipment in the building  in preparing it for 

a youth building. Please come help with this project 

as we begin making a place for our youth and other 

groups to gather for their meetings.  

I began my journey with you on Sunday, September 

13, 2015. It has been a wonderful experience for me. 

But now my journey with you is coming to an end. 

My last Sunday is April 17.  

I want to share some things that I have learned in 

the time we have been together. First you have 

reminded me that a church is a place where no one 

is excluded. Where members and friends find the 

power to lay down prejudices and stereotypes. A 

place which opens its arms to all people and really 

makes them feel like family.  

Second you have reminded me that church is where 

affirmation is the major theme. A place where its 

members and friends  lay down the negative and 

express their gratitude and appreciation to one 

another regularly.  

Third the ministry of a church where people share 

with one another the depths of their pain and joy. A 

place where people can be more transparent with 

one another.  

Finally the blessing of a church committed to 

outreach. A place where members and friends do 

the work of the church in the neighborhoods  of 

Montgomery and around the world.  

Thank you for reaffirming these attitudes of Christ 

to me over the past seven months. May you now 

share them with Shane and Tabitha as together you 

carry on as good and faithful servants of God. 

Thank you for being you!  

God bless you,  

Edd  Spencer  



Take Note: It's Not Just a Sunday-Thing 

 

Those of us who are part of the choir often leave 

Wednesday night practice with a tune in our heads. 

In fact, that tune stays with us all week sometimes. 

We can hear it in our minds, sing it to ourselves, and 

unwittingly re-pray the words again and again. Yes, I 

said re-pray. Each song we offer is a prayer--for 

others, for ourselves, for the church, or for the world. 

I wish everyone in the congregation could have the 

experience of singing in the choir and could feel how 

much it deepens the worship experience. 

 

Because we choose music that fits the theme or 

scripture, the singing of it prepares our hearts and 

minds for the worship experience that is to come, as 

well as making us part of that experience. Likewise, 

hymns, sung freely and with conviction, involve each 

member of the congregation in the worship 

experience and become open prayers that can be 

remembered and repeated. 

 

As we prepare to welcome a new minister this month 

and to say farewell to Edd Spencer, who has served 

us with such love for these past seven  

months, I ask that you prepare your heart each week 

before you come to worship. Read the scriptures that 

correspond to the message, open your mind and 

heart to hear from God, and be ready for full 

engagement in worship. Doing so will help you be 

present in the experience--fully  

present--and will stretch your spirit-filling across 

seven days instead of just one. 

 

May you be blessed deeply and fully, 

Su Ofe 

Director of Music 

Chair, Worship Committee 

It is almost that time again for us to host Family Promise, 

a ministry for homeless families who are in transition and 

trying to get back on their feet. FCC partners with several 

other churches in Montgomery, and twice a year we offer 

our facility to be "home" to these families for one week.  

 Our week is coming up: April 3 through April 9.  

 It takes lots of planning and many volunteers to 

handle this ministry and we need your help!  Most of you 

are already familiar with the program, but if you are not 

and would like to learn more please feel free to call me 

at 334-220-9060 or email me 

at kcolson9601@gmail.com.  I will also be happy to offer a 

quick training session (no more than 30 minutes) if 

needed prior to this week.  I can meet with you as a group 

or individually as needed.  The following volunteer 

opportunities are available:  

Dinner Hosts each night : Deliver  a m eal for  the 

families to the church by 6:00 pm each day.  You do not 

have to stay with them unless you would like to.   It is 

helpful for a couple of people to work together on the 

dinner so that it is not so much on one person or family.  

Evening Host: Be at the church from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 

p.m. Sunday through Friday and from 5:00 to 8:30 on 

Saturday. The families may need help with their children 

(homework, entertaining, etc.).  If not, you may visit with 

them or you can just bring a book and enjoy some quiet 

time.   

Overnight Host: Simply stay overnight at the 

church.  Come to church by 8:30 pm and leave at 7:00 am 

during the week. Arrive at 9:00 p.m. on Saturday and 

leave at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday.  The families leave first 

thing in the morning for work, school and/or the Family 

Promise day center.  Bring your pillow and blankets.  We 

have a single bed at the church or a blow up mattress if 

preferred. 

Set up on Sunday, April 3 follow ing 10:00 a.m .  

worship service. 

Take down on Sunday, April 10 at 8:00a.m . (have 

the children's Sunday school area ready for Sunday school 

at 9:00 a.m.). 

Help washing linens when the week is over. (You will take 

them home after church on Sunday, April 10th.) 

Help with unlocking the church by 5:30 each day 

(only need someone for Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday at 5:00). 

Thanks so much for considering how you might be able to 

help.  A sign-up sheet is already posted on the board at 

the information desk or feel free to call me or send me an 

email and I will get you signed up. 
 

Kelly Colson  

Please join us for a farewell celebration for Pastor Edd on 

April 17, 2016 after worship.  Lets show Pastor Edd how 

much we appreciate his graciousness over the past 8 

months. Please join us for a potluck welcoming Pastor 

Shane on April 24, 2016. Details regarding what you will 

need to bring will be forthcoming. We have much to 

celebrate!  Praise be to God. 
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